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IPUJBENE

Kaxo ce aoanu map bapaasom
MOAAKO IIPOAYXY]Y, 3UMCKE
CTYACHHU TOMYIITAjy U CHHjET
KOIHH, HA HEKH TajaHCTBEHH
3HAK OM/SHM COKOBH CE HIOKPCHY
U jEAHA IO jeAHA TPOSETHHITA
npousjera. Mopajy aa moxype,
jep UMM IOPACTy APYTE, jade U
Behe semacre Gunxe, a Apsehe n
rpMme oAncTa, oe he ce moparu
nosyhu u yexaTu cBjeTaoCcT HOBOT
panor nposcha. ITpsu ce nojase
jaropuesuna Primula vulgaris
(L.) Grufb. 1754. u xyxypujex
Helleborus odorus Walds. & Kit.
1809. YuM ocjere jyrobuny, onu
HEPHUjeTKO MPOBUPE YaK U KPO3
CHHUjEr KOjHU C€ TEK UCTAWHUO.
Maaso 3a muma npousjerajy

Bucubabe Galanthus nivalis L. 1753.

u jerpenke Hepatica nobilis Miller,
1768, Ma NpOASETHH APUjEMOBIIH
Leucojum vernum L. 1753, u cBe
TaKO jEAHA 1O jeAHA MPOAETHHIIA
6oju myme u mosa 6ojaMa cBOjuX
I[BjETOBA AOK C€ IIHjeAd TPHPOAA
HE OAjEHE Y BECEAO PYXO KaKBO

M IPHAMYU TOM IIOACTHOM AOGY
HPEMOpoAa.

AECHO
Tpawhak Ha MaTypu — Konuko »nBoTa ce
y tbemy Kpuje?
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oPHING

As the days are slowly becoming
longer over Bardaca, the winter
chills are weakening and the snow
is melting and, at some mysterious
sign, the plant juices start flowing
and, one by one, the spring plants
flower. They must hurry because

as soon as the other stronger and
bigger herbaceous plants grow and
trees and bushes leaf out, they will
have to retreat and wait for the light
of the next early spring. Primrose
Primula vulgaris (L.) Grufb. 1754
and Fragrant Hellebore Helleborus
odorus Walds. & Kit. 1809 are the
first to show up. As soon as they
feel a touch of Sirocco, a lot of times
they peep even through the thin-
ning snow. Shortly after, Snowdrops
Galanthus nivalis L. 1753, Hepaticas
Hepatica nobilis Miller, 1768 and
then the Spring-Snowflakes Leuco-
jum vernum L. 1753 bloom, and so,
one by one, spring flowers color the
forests and fields with colors of their
blossoms until the whole nature is
dressed in the cheerful clothes, as it
should be during such a dashing age
of revival.

RIGHT
Reed bed on Matura - How many lives
are hiding in it?
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AUJEBO

CnpyaHuk yb6ojuua (Philomachus pugnax),
TOKOM NposbeTHe ceobe HajopojHuja
ubyKapuua Ha bapgaumn

ToPE AECHO
CnpygHviK y6ojuua

AOAE AECHO
CnpyaHuK yoojuua
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U smuje pubapuue Natrix tessellata

(Laur. 1768), xoje cy nonajuemtha

BpCTa rMH3aBLa Ha Pubmannma,
Beh xpajem sume kopucre n
HajMarby IPHAUKY AQ HCITYXY U3
CBOjUX 3UMCKHX CKPOBUIITA U
CKAyIT4aHe ce u3rpujy Ha sybarom
cyH1y, a HaBeye ce onet Bpahajy.
Ho, c macTynmamem ronaujux
AdHa, OHE OCTajy BAHHU CBE AYXKE,
IIOCTENeHO ce npecesasajyhny
meTa GopaBumTa.

Aok 3uMa TemKo monymra 1
pano nponche jom ¢ myxom
peoTHMa 030PHHLY, a Onme

ce moaaxo 6yan, He AaHry6e HI
sxxuBoTHme. [IpBO ce moxpeny,
HapaBHo, ntune. U one ocjehajy
Aax 6oxarcke Becre nag,

BOAAMA, IyMaMa i HOSHMA KOjH
3MOBAAHLE U CCAHLE 30BE AQ
OIIET IOTPAXKE CBOja IHE3AMAMIITA
A/SE HA CjeBEpY, A CTAHAPHIIE AQ
06HOBE CBOj¢ BAACHUIITBO HAA
IHESAMAMIIHEM TCPUTOPHjaMA.




LEFT

Ruff (Philomachus pugnax), the most
numerous Wader in Bardaca during the
spring migration.

UPPER RIGHT

Ruff

LOWER RIGHT
Ruff

Already at the end of the winter,
Dice Snakes Natrix tessellata (Laur.
1768), that are the most common spe-

cies of reptiles in the Fishponds, use
the slightest opportunity to crawl out
from their winter shelters and curl up
to get warm in the winter sun. Then,
in the evening, they crawl back.

But, as the warmer days arrive, they
remain outside longer and longer,
gradually moving to their summer
homes.

While the winter is reluctant to let go
of its grip and the early spring still with
great difficulty takes over the stage,

the plants are slowly waking up and
animals also waste no time. The birds,
of course, are the first to move. They
too feel the breath of the divine Vesna
above the waters, forests and fields call-
ing the winter resident birds and migra-
tory birds to once again look for their
nesting places further in the North and
for the resident birds to reclaim the
ownership over their nesting territories.
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Ceoba nTuna Ha cjeBep, y MapTy

u anpuay, Ha Bapaadu je sHak

Aa je suMa KoHa4HO nobujehena.
Boae, Tex ocaobohene aeaennx
OKOBa, HCITyHE CE¢ MHOIITBOM
PasHUX [ATAKa, THYPalia, AUCKU

u bapckux kokuna. Taaa ce mory
BHUAJETH PHjETKHU ITOCjETHOIU
Bapaaue, nonyt pulorpaor
THYPIIa, TATKE AACTapKe U
hy6acre narke, xao u onu yeurthu
— IIaTKe KalUKAPEe U [POrOTOBIIH.
Y nauTKOj BOAU, 10 GAATHABUM
obasaMa U CIIPYAOBUMA THUCKAjy ce
BEAMKA jaTa CpyAHHKa ybojuia, a
APYLITBO UM IIpaBe MPKE CIIPYTKe,
LIPBEHOHOTE CIIPYTKE, 3¢ACHOHOTE
cripyTke uTA. Bpao pujetko meby
IUMa Ce [I0jaBE U AYTOHOTrE
BAACTEAHIE, cabmapke, LpHOpeEIe
Mymade 1 AyTOHOTE CIIPYTKE.

In Bardaca, the bird migration to the
North taking place in March and
April is a sign that the winter has
been finally defeated. Waters, barely
free from the icy chains, fill up with
scores of Ducks, Divers, Coots and
(Common) Moorhens. Then, one
can see some rare visitors to Bardaca
like Red-necked Grebes, (Northern)
Pintails and Tufted Ducks, as well as
those more common ones — (North-
ern) Shovelers and Garganeys. In the
shallow water, over the muddy banks
and sandbars, large flocks of Ruffs
are jostling around while Spotted
Redshanks, (Common) Redshanks,
(Common) Greenshanks and others
are keeping them company. Rarely,
some Black-winged Stilts, (Pied) Avo-
cets, Black-tailed Godwitts and Marsh
Sandpipers show up among them.

L]
™
_—

AM)EBO

LipHorpnu ribypad (Podiceps nigricollis) Ha
rHmnjesgy: Pujetka ribesgapuua bocHe n
XepueroBuHe

AECHO

Bapcka wibyka (Gallinago gallinago)
0CjeT/bVBMM K/byHOM NPOHanasu 1 sagn
rnCTe N3 Mysba

LEFT

A Black-necked Grebe (Podiceps
nigricollis) on the nest: A rare nesting bird
of Bosnia and Herzegovina

RIGHT

(Common) Snipe (Gallinago gallinago)
finds and pulls out worms from the mud
with its sensitive beak
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T'OoPE AMJEBO

CnpyTke (Tringa sp) - Jow Kojv 3anoraj, na
Ha cnaBatbe

AOAE AUJEBO

3eneHoHorv cnpyaHuk (Tringa nebularia)
- Hekaf je fobpo 6utn cam

AECHO
Manw 6natapuh (Charadrius dubius) - Tnje
611 OH Hero y 6naTo
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Ca o6aaa pjeanna u jesepa moanjchy

GapcKe WAYKE U y3 XPariaBo SKBEI
... )KBEII” MYHEBUTO OAACTE y
LIMK-LIAK ACTY, AOK ITjeraBe CIIPyTKe
OAACTE Y BEAUKHM KPYTOBHMA,

Y3 MEAOAMYHU IOKAUK “BUT-
BUT-LBULBULIBA , KAO M IPYTKE
MHTABHIIE, KOje CE jaBapajy ca
“and-u¢-n¢”. IToaojke HuCy Tako
naamsuse. OHe caMo oaaeTe
AECETAK METAPA M HACTABE LICTATH
y3 cTaAHO KanMagse 3aTkoM. HeGom
KPY>Ke COKOAOBH AACTABUYAPH, A
0pao pubap H3BOAM BEAUYAHCTBEHE
BpaToAoMuje. YKpPaTKo, pybutes
IPUPOAE He 3Ha y Ta 61 npuje

noraeaao. I1pBu o Tmespapuia-
ceanna Bapaaue crysky uBoprm —
Beh y MmapTy mjeceny.

Y nponche, Hajpuute y anpuay u
Majy, PEAOBHO HABPATHU M IIPHA POAQ.
3a pasanky op 6HjCAC POAg, Koja
BOAHU OTBOPCHE ITOITAABHE AUBAAE

U /5YACKA HACE/;A, OHA je ITHIIA
BEAMKHX MOYBAPHUX IIIyMa U 32j€AHO

C BbHUMa IIOAAKO U caMa HCCTajC.



A

iy

UPPER LEFT
Sandpiper (Tringa sp.) - A few more bites
and then off to sleep

LOwWER LEFT

(Common) Greenshank (Tringa nebularia)
- sometimes it is good to be alone
RiGHT

A Little Ringed Plover (Charadrius dubius)
- Where else would he go but in the mud!

(Common) Snipes take off from the
river and the lake banks and with
the coarse “zvep...zvep” sounds they
fly zigzag while Green Sandpipers
fly in big circles with their melodic
cry “vit-vit-cvicvievi” as well as
Wood Sandpipers with the “cif-if-
if” cry. Common Sandpipers are
not so shy. They just fly some 10
meters away and continue walking
while swinging their rear parts.
(Eurasian) Hobbies circle the sky
and Osprey performs some mag-
nificent stunts. In a nutshell, the
nature lover cannot decide where

to look first. The first nesting-

migratory birds of Bardala to arrive
are (Common) Starlings— already
in March.

In spring, mostly in April and May,
Black Stork comes by on regular
basis. Unlike White Stork that likes
open flood meadows and human
settlements, it is a bird that belongs
to the large swamp forests and it
disappears together with them.
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MHoro je nAaxoBUTHja U KAOHH
ce yosjeka. Mako je HemrTo Mama
0A Gujeae poae, IpeACTaBbda
BEAMYAHCTBEH IIPH30P AOK AATAHO
KpPY>kH HeOOM HCIIPY)KEHOT BpaTa
U HOTY.

Kao u mocsyaa Ha cjeBepHOj
3€M/AUHOj HOAYAOITH, KaAd
nposche moopmaxne, Ha bappauu
HACTYTIa BPUjeME YyABAPaka U
napema. To mororoso Baxxu

32 BOAO3EMIIE M CyBO3EMHE
knumenake. Otonsasame Oyan u
pube 13 MUpOBaba, a BOAO3EMLIE U
IMM3aBLE U3 SUMCKe 00aMpPAOCTH.
Yuwm ce aokBuue u bapune
HpeCTaHy MP3HYTH, KOMapIH y
HUX IIOAOXKE CBOja jaja U3 KOjUX Ce

YCKOPO U3ACTY AapBeE.
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It is much shyer and stays away

from humans. Even though it is
somewhat smaller than the White
Stork, it makes a magnificent view
while slowly circling the sky with
its outstretched legs and neck.

In late spring, as everywhere else
on the northern hemisphere,

the time of courting and mat-
ing starts in Bardada. This is
especially true for amphibians
and dryland vertebrates. Melt-
ing down of ice wakes the fish
up from the state of calm and
amphibians and reptiles from
the winter numbness. As soon as
puddles and pools stop freezing,
mosquitoes start laying eggs. Lar-
vae will soon hatch from them.

AUJEBO
CnpyaHruk yoojuua (Philomachus pugnax)
TPaXku XpaHy

AECHO

CnpyaHvik y6ojuua (Philomachus pugnax) n
XyTa nactupuua (Motacilla flava) koja je jow
Yy 3VIMCKOM nepjy

LEFT
Ruff (Philomachus pugnax) looking for
food

RIGHT

Ruff (Philomachus pugnax) and Yellow
Wagtail (Motacilla flava) still wearing their
winter feathers
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To 3Hajy 1 pasHH BOAO3EMIIH KOjU
CIIPEMHO KOPUCTE CBOJY IPUAHKY.
Maau Bopemanu (30By nx jom

U MaAM MPMOAALIM HAH MAAH
tpuronn) Triturus vulgaris (L.

1758), )KHBOTUIHHULIE CIIO»A AOHEKAC
CAMYHE IrymTepuMa 6e3 KpayuITH,
Beh y MapTy nau anpuay — saBuco
OA BPEMEHCKHX IPUAHKA, OpiKe-
Gome usaby ns cBojux ckpopnmTa y
IIYITELY, HCITOA KaMEha, KOPHjerha

U TPYAUX [IAECBA A M CAMHU ITOAOKE
jaja Ha MCTa MjecTa Kao U KOMapIiy
KaKo 0¥ BUXOBE AAPBE HCKOPUCTHAC
Taj 6oraru ussop xpane. Mako cy
AapBe KOMapala 3aUCTa BPAO CHTHE,
OHe Cy BpAo 6orare 6jeaaHucBHHAMA
M MacTHMa, A UMa UX HAa MUAHjapAE,
TAKO A Cy BEOMA BAXKAH M3BOP
XpaHe He caMo 3a pube 1 Bopo3eMIe,
Hero u 3a MHore Gapcke nrue,
IIOrOTOBO 32 ITATKE.

AECHO

Bnactenuua (Himantopus himantopus)
— My>jaK y cBaabeHom nepjy nsrnega
3a1cTa BNlacTeNnHCKN
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Different kinds of amphibians
know that too and readily use the
opportunity. Already in March or
April, depending on the weather
conditions, Common Newts (also
known as Smooth Newts) Triturus
vulgaris (L. 1758), the small animals
somewhat similar in appearance to
lizards but without scales, quickly
come out of their shelters in the
dry grass, under the rocks, roots
and rotten logs to lay their eggs at
the same places as mosquitoes so
that their larvae could use this rich
source of food. Even though the
mosquito larvae are very small, they
are rich in proteins and fat. There
are billions of them and they are
very important source of food not
only to fish and amphibians but to
many swamp birds too, especially

ducks.

LEFT

Black-winged Stilt (Himantopus
himantopus), a male in wedding feathers
honestly looks royal
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AMJEBO
Ky, Kyu, - »eHKa Benukor ajetnvha
(Dendrocopos major)

AECHO
Manu 6apcku njetnvh (Porzana parva)

LEFT
Knock, Knock, - a female of Great Spotted
Woodpecker (Dendrocopos major)

RI1GHT
A Little Crake (Porzana parva)

Ha saaexom Cjesepy, raje komapriu
JKHBE IO TYHAPHU Y HETIPETACAHOM
MHOIITBY, OAPACAE jEAUHKE H
HIXOBE AAPBE CY TOTOBO HCK Ay YHBA
xpana madunha u rymramnha, Mmaapux
AVICKOHOT F MHOTHX APYTHX 0apCKHX
nruna. HapasHo, Ha Bopemaxe omer
ca papomhy gekajy pasHe qanne,
POAC 1 ApyTe bapcKe IITULE Y YnjeM
jEAOBHHUKY HEPHJETKO BHCOKO
xoTupajy. [ Ipema ncrpaxusamuma
Ap O6parnaa (1982), moce6Ho ux
LujeHn MaAa OujeAa danna y 4ujoj
HCXPaHHU OHH ITPEACTAB&A]Y YaK 10,19
OACTO OA YKYITHOT 6poja jeAHHKH.
Ha nturyjy sxasoct, Aapse MaAuX
TPUTOHA CE Pa3BHjajy CIOPO, TPH

AO YETHPH MjECEIa, TAKO Ad j€ OBa
MOCAACTHUIIA IIPUCTYITAYHA HAjBUIIIE
y nposche. Aoayme, ympaso xaa je u
HajroTpebHHje.

In the far North, in tundra, where

mosquitoes live in great numbers,
the adult mosquitoes and their lar-
vae are the sole diet of ducklings
and goslings, young Phalaropes
and many other marsh birds. Of
course, amphibians are happily
awaited by various Herons, Storks
and other marsh birds and are
highly rated on their menu. Ac-
cording to Dr. Obratil’s research
(1982), they are especially prized by
Little Egret. In its diet, they rep-
resent almost 10.19 per cent of the
total number of the individuals.
Much to the bird’s regret, Com-
mon Newt’s larvae develop slowly
and therefore this dessert is mostly
available in spring. However, that
is exactly when it is needed the
most.
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Hcro To ynHe 1 xabuie pBeHOTPOM
MyKadu, camo oHe Gupajy Behe
paBHUYAPCKE BOAC, je3epa, pubmaxe,
GyHape u Gape Koje HUKaA He
npecyuryjy. [ Ipso aerao csojux

jaja MOAQXY, KAO U BOACHAIIH,

Beh y MapTy nam anpuay, aan, sa
PaBAHKY OA BHX, AO KPaja SeTa
TTOAOJKE JOIIT jJEAHO AO ABA ACTAQ.
Toanko cy GpojHe 1 TAKO AKTHBHE
oa mposcha Ao jecenn aa je BUXOBO
CjETHO MEAOAMYHO TAACAIHE “TIOM-
noM-TioM” jeAQH OA HajoOGHIHMjIX
3Bykosa Ha bapaaun. 3aro cy u
BEOMA KOPHCHE K0 AJCAOTBOPHU
HPUPOAHH YHUIITHBAYH HECHOCHE
raMaAHu 3BaHE KOMAPALl, MaAd jeAy

U APyTe HHCEKTE, BIXOBE AAPBC,
MEKYILLIE, 4 HE OAPUYY CE HU IIOHEKOT
COYHOT ITayKa, CAMO aKO I YCIIHjy
Aorpaburn.

HA NPETXOAHE ABUJE CTPAHE
YTBaj

AM)EBO
3muja pnbapuua (Natrix tesselata) — oije
1Ma JoCTa XpaHe

AECHO
3muja pubapuua (Natrix tesselata)

Fire-bellied Toads do the same,
only they choose larger plain

rivers, lakes, fishponds, wells and
pools that never dry out. They lay
their first hatch of eggs, like the
amphibians, already in March or
April. But, unlike the amphib-
ians, they lay another one or two
hatches until the end of the sum-
mer. They are so numerous and
active from spring to autumn and
their sad, melodic sound “pom-
pom-pom” is one of the most
common sounds in Barda¢a. They
are very efficient natural extermi-
nators of those horrid pests called
mosquitoes, although they also
cat other insects and their larvae
and molluscs, they won’t give up
on a tasty spider only if they can
catch it.

ON Two PREVIOUS PAGES

Utvaj

LEFT

A Dice snake (Natrix tesselata) - there is a
lot of food out here

RIGHT
A Dice snake (Natrix tesselata)
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JKenka moaaxe jajay Mambum
IpyIaMa oA 1o 2 A0 80 KOMaAQ.

Y BHIIIE MOAOTA TTOAOXKH YKYTTHO
80 A0 100, ITa U A0 300 KOMaAa.
Jaja maaajy Ha BoaeHO GHme HAH

Ha AHO 1 Beh HaKOH 4 A0 10 AaHa
(saBUCHO OA TeMIIepaType BOAE)

U3 BHX ce uaaery aapse. One oner
MeTaMopO3Upajy y OApacAn 06AUK
HAKOH 2 A0 3 Mjecena. Mako cy
OTPOBHE U Kpajib¢ HEYKYCHE, 4aK
IPHAMYHO BUCOKO KOTHPajy Ha
jJEAOBHMKY XYTHX YaILAH €2 10,32
OACTO M TaKOBa €2 7,96 OACTO OA
yxymzor 6poja jeaunxu (O6parua,
1982). OBaje Tpeba pehu n
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HEKOAMKO PHjedH 0 XKa0H YeNIFbadH.

Kao mrro je Beh ciomenyTo, Ap
O6parua (1982) HaBoAM Hanas
jEAHOT IpUMjepKa y y30pKY XpaHe
Y3ETOM 0A jeAHOT rakoBor nruha.
Ipucycrso Te BpcTe HHje AO

capa notspheHo HemocpeAHnM
HaAa30M XXUBOT NpUMjepka y bocru
u Xepuerosunu. Pazymsuso,
ITULIAMA HUje HUKAKAB I1POGAEM
ckokHyTH npeko pujeke Casey
cycjeany XpBaTcKy Aa M TAMO HEIITO
Ipe3aAoraje, Tako Aa IOMEHYTH
HaAa3 MOXAA IOTHYE OAATAE U 32
CaAa ce HE MOKE CMATPATH AOKA30M
Aasxabe yemmade xuse Ha bapaaun.

T'OPE AMJEBO

bappauom ogjekyje Becenu kKpekeT
3eneHe xabe (Rana kl. esculenta)
AOAE AUJEBO

3eneHa »aba (Rana kl. esculenta)
AECHO

Bapcka koprbaua (Emys orbicularis) -
Hek'Heko npoba aa me Hahe



¥ ".4 -

Female lays eggs in small groups
of 2 to 80. In several egg nests, she
lays 80 to 100 and up to 300 eggs

in total. Eggs fall on the aquatic
plants or at the bottom and in just 4
to 10 days (depending on the water
temperature) the larvae hatch. They
metamorphose into their adult form
in 2 to 3 months. Even though they
are poisonous and utterly tasteless,
they are still highly rated on the
menu of Squacco Herons with 10.32
per cent and (Black-crowned) Night
Herons with 7.96 per cent of the
total number of individuals (Obra-
til, 1982). Here, a few words must

be said about Common Spadefoot.
As mentioned, Dr. Obratil (1982)
listed finding one specimen in a
food sample taken from a (Black-
crowned) Night Heron’s young. The
presence of that species has not been
yet confirmed by a direct find of a
live specimen in Bosnia and Herze-
govina. Understandably, it is not a
problem for birds to pop by across
the river Sava into the neighboring
Croatia for a bite, and therefore that
find might originate from there and,
for now, cannot be considered as a
proof that Common Spadefoot lives
in Bardada.

UrPER LEFT
Bardaca is echoing with lively frog calls of
Edible Frog (Rana kl. esculenta)

LowER LEFT

Edible Frog (Rana kl. esculenta)

RiGHT

European pond turtle (Emys orbicularis) -
Somebody just dare to find me
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YcKkopo HAKOH MaAHX BOACH-AKA U
LPBEHOTPONX MyKada U3 BUMCKE
obampaocTu ce Oyae jesepcke xabe
Rana ridibunda Pall. 1771. u seacne
xabe Rana kl. esculenta L. 1758, aan
OHE Ca MAPEHEM TOUYH Y KACHH]E,
TEK OA ANPHAQ, KaAQ CE BHXOB
BCCCAH, AaAH HC 6&]]_[ u MI/IAO3By‘{HI/I,
KPEKET [I0CBYAa Opu — be3
npecTaHka pamy u Hohy.

ITocauje 3uMoBarma Ha AHY
BOACHHX OascHa, Gapcke Kopmwade
Emys orbicularis L. 1758. y mapTy
HAH anpuAy 06HaBbajy CBOjE
aKTHBHOCTHU H YCKOPO U CaMe
HpPUCTYIajy pasMHOXaBamwy. Mako
Cy BEOMa MMAALIAUBE H OIIPE3HE,
I1a HEPAAO HAIIYIITAjy BOAY, Y TOM
Paszaobmy ce oApacae jeAUHKeE
gecto cycpehy Ha komHy, moHekap
4aK AOCTa AAAEKO 0A Boae. ITape ce
KaKO Ha 3eM»H, Tako U y Boan. C
HapeHhEM MOYHIbY TEK Y Y3PACTY OA
6 AO 9 TOAHHA.

AUJEBO

Bbusamcku nauos (Ondatra zibethicus)
- amepuiKaHal Koju ce ogomahmo Ha
bapauv n npaBa je wretounHa
AECHO

LipHa poga (Ciconia nigra) - pujefak
nocjetunay bappaue

Soon after Common Newt and

Fire-bellied Toads wake up from
the winter numbness, the Marsh
Frogs Rana ridibunda Pall. 1771.
and Edible Frogs Rana k1. esculen-
ta L. 1758 follow, but they start the
mating process later on, starting
from April, when their jolly but
not so fluting croak echoes around
- constantly, day and night.

Having spent the winter at the
bottom of the water basins,
European Pond Terrapins Emzys
orbicularis L. 1758. renew their
activities in March and April

and start mating soon after. Even
though they are very shy and care-
ful and reluctantly leave the water,
it is usual at this time to meet the
adult turtles on land, sometimes
quite far from the water. They
mate both in water and on land.
They start mating when they reach
6 to 9 years.

LEFT

A Muskrat (Ondatra zibethicus), an
American who has successfully adapted to
Bardaca and he is a real pest

RIGHT
Black Stork (Ciconia nigra) — A rare visitor
of Bardaca
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T'oPE
LliTa pagv nap AMB/BbUX NaTaka rnysapa
(Anas platyrhynchos)? — ,TnyBape”!
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Mauso xacHuje, 0A anpHAa A0 Maja,

nape ce 1 amuje pubapure. ObmaHo

I10 HEKOAMKO MY>KjaKa IIOKyIIaBa A

ce mapu ¢ uctom xkenkom. [ Ipu Tom y
oropuceHoj 60pO1 0A HCTIpeNACTAHNX
THjeAd KOja CE TYPajy M IIPOBAAIE

jeana uamelyy Apyrux crBope xuBo
“3sMujcko KayIKo . Moxaa je Taj mpusop
noacraxao Crape I'pxe Aa m3mucae
npuyy o fopronn Meaysu koja je
YMjECTO KOCE MMaAa HCTIPEMAETEHE
3MHje, 2 CBOJIM ITOTAEAOM j€
CKaMeHUBaAA OHOT KO OH IIOTACAAO Y EY.

Oa cBux cucapa xoju xuse Ha bapaaun

Kao IpHupOAHa pI/IjCTI(OCT H YTPOXKCHA

BpCTa Haj3HauajHuje Cy BUApe Lutra
lutra (L.1758). OHe Boa€e OAYBOACHH
HAYHH >KHBOTA U HEKAAA UX je O1A0
CByAaTAjejey 61s0 KaKBOj BOAH 610
AoBosHO prbe. Kako koa Hac rotoBo
Y HEMajy TIPUPOAHHX HETIPUjaTera, a
AO XpaHe AOAA3€ BEOMA AAKO, BUAPE
JKUBE CTIOKOJHUM H BEOMA AATOAHHM

JKHUBOTOM.



ABOVE
A pair of Mallards
(Anas platyrhynchos)

A little later, from April to May,
Dice Snakes mate too. Usually,

several males try to mate with the
same female. Thereat, in the desper-
ate fight of intertwined, pushing
bodies trying to crawl one under

other, they create a living snake ball.

Perhaps it was a similar scene that
prompted Ancient Greeks to invent
the story of Gorgona Medusa who
had intertwined snakes instead of
hair. Gazing upon her would turn
onlookers to stone.

The most important of all the mam-
mals living in Bardaca, the Com-

S ——

mon Otters Lutra lutra (L. 1758), are
the natural rarity and endangered
species. They lead semi-aquatic way
of life and they used to live in any
waters that had sufficient amount of
fish in them. Since in our area they
have no natural enemies and find
food with ease, they live peaceful
and cushy life.
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Ca060AHOT BpeMeHa UMajy Ha

IpETEK, A MAAAU H OAPACAH
YKHBAjy Ad CE CATHMA UTPajy

u 3a6aBrajy. Ho, mro s6or
APATOLjeHOT KP3Ha, ITO 360T
HCKPEHE MpP3KIbe KOjy pubapu
OAYBHjEK raje mpemMa \hUMa, BUAPE Cy
C BPEMEHOM MOCTAAE KPAjH€ PHJjETKE
nocsyaay EBpornu, a morotoso kop
nac. Cpehom o npupoay (aam Ha
HEBEAUKO 33A0BOACTBO Y3TajHBava
pube), BUApa joL YBHjeK OICTaje

Ha Bapaaun, mako monexa crpasa
OA KSYACKE PYKE, IITO CAYYajHO — Y
Bpinama 3a puby, mro HamjepHo. Aa
01 BUADA OIICTAAL U AdSE, MOPA CE
noGpuHyTH 32 MoToMcTBO. Hako

je pasa00me maperba KOA BUX jaKo
PaCTErHyTO, MAAAYHILH ce O0HYHO
xote y nposche, sehunom y majy.
3aTy npuauKy BUApe y 06asu
Hamnpase ya00aH moasemuu Gpaor
3aCTPT CyBOM TPaBOM, KOjH je
KPaTKHM XOAHHKOM TTOBE3aH Ca
IOABOAHUM yAasoM. Buapuhu ce
pabajy canjenu, a nporaeaajy Hakon
9-10 AaHa. Y6P30 MOTOM HOum ISy
M3AA3UTH U3 GPAOTA U yIIO3HABATH
cBH]jeT OKO cebe.

AUJEBO
lHuje3no anBrbe natke rnysape (Anas
platyrhynchos)

AECHO
lHnje3pno upBeHoKbyHOr nabypaa (Cygnus
olor) — n nTya n runjespo cy ,king size”
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They have plenty of free time so the
young ones and adults alike spend
hours playing and having fun. But
partially because of their precious
fur and partially because of the
true hatred that the fishermen feel
for them since forever, the Otters
became very rare everywhere in
Europe, especially out here. Luck-
ily for nature, (but not to the fish
breeders” happiness), Otters are
still surviving in Bardaca. Some are
killed by human hand, acciden-
tally - in coops, or by purpose. If
an Otter is to survive in the future,
it has to keep looking after the
young. Even thought their mating
period is very much stretched, the
young usually come to the world in
spring, mostly in May. For this oc-
casion, Otters make a comfortable
underground holt covered in dry
grass and connected through the
short corridor to the underwater
entrance. Young Otters are born
blind and start to see after 9-10
days. Soon after, they start coming
out of the holt and getting to know
the world around.

LEFT
A nest of a Mallard (Anas
platyrhynchos)

RIGHT
A Mute Swan’s nest (Cygnus olor) - both
the bird and the nest are “king size”
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Apyra sHauajua BpcTa cucapa Ha
bapaauu je pooceseHnk u3 AMepuke
— 6U3aMCKH [ALI0B MAM OHAQTPA
Ondatra zibethicus (L. 1766).
Omnparpe cy y Hamy mpupoAHy
CpPeAHHY AOCTIjeae oabjeraBiu

U3 KaBE€3a y KOjUMa Cy y3rajaHe
paau kpsHa. Kaxo Hucy nmaae
MHOTO IIPUPOAHUX HENPHjaTEHa,
HUTH 030K /pHE KOHKYPEHIIHje
meby poomahum Bperama, Harao cy
ce yMHOXH A€ 1 npomupuae. Ha
Dapaaun cy sHagajHe ynpaso sbor
CBOje OPOJHOCTH H BEAHKE IITETE
KOjy YMHE, HIPOYUTO Pa3aparbeM
pubmwaukux Hacuna. Kao u cu
TAOAAPH, OHE HeMajy mpobaema

¢ pasmHoxaBameM. [Tourro ce
EKCITPECHO KOTE U OATAjajy MAAAE,
AO Kpaja ce30He YCIHjy U30auTh 1
AO TPH HOBa HAPAIITaja IITETOYMHA.

AM)EBO

Map upBeHoOKbYHMX Nabyaosa (Cygnus
olor) - Hekap, ce Basba M OAMOPUTMN
AECHO

W3 oBux 6ujenux jaja yckopo he ce ncnunutn
LpBeHOKIbyHU Nabyposu (Cygnus olor) ...

Another important mammal in

Bardaca is an immigrant from
America — Muskrat or Musquash
Ondatra zibethicus (L. 1766). They
arrived to our natural environment
after escaping from cages where
they were bred for their fur. Since
they did not have many natural
enemies or serious competition
among the domestic species, they
abruptly reproduced and spreaded
all over. In Bardaca, they are im-
portant because of their abundance
and the damage they cause, espe-
cially by destroying the embank-
ments of the fishponds. As well as
all other rodents, they breed easily.
Because they breed so quickly and
raise their young so fast, they man-
age to have up to three generations
of pests in a season.

LEFT
A pair of Mute Swans (Cygnus olor), -
sometimes one needs some rest.

RiGHT
Mute Swans (Cygnus olor) will soon hatch
from these white eggs ...
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Hu nrune ve ry6e Aparoujeno

Bpujeme. OA CBUX Ibe3papuia
BapAal{e HAjHECTPIASHBHUjE CY AUBAE
maTkKe rayBape. AOHEAABHO OHE

cy 6uae u paneko HajopojHUje, a
THME U Haj3HAYAjHUjE THE3AAPHUIIE
HemjeBuie Ha Bapaaun. Kaaaje
suma Gaara, one Beh y debpyapy
HOYM Y Ca yABAPAEM, A HATHUjE3AC
ce oxo mpsor Mapta. Hapasmo, ako
je 31Ma TBPAOTAABa, 1A CE CEHErOBH
U MpPa3eBH OTETHY, H TAyBape MOPajy
HOIPUYEKATH Ca ITAPEHEM CBE AO
anpuaa. buae Bpemencke mpuanke
AMjerie MAM PYXKHE, 3AAABU
IPUMjEPIH CE HATHUJE3AE OKO 20.
anpuaa. KaCHHje Ce HE HCIIAATH, jep
naunhu He 6u cTUrAM Ha Bpujeme
OAPACTH TOAHKO AQ CIIPEMHH
aouekajy sumy. [TaTke He Boae a2
njenraye, ma Cy UM rHHje3Aa 06uvyHO
cacBuM 0au3y obaae, CKpUBEHA Y
TpaBH, XOY Y, Ipatby HAU HCIIOA
noasokaHe obaae. [Torekan ce

AECH A2 BAM MIOAETE C THHjE3AQ
HEIOCPEAHO HCIIPEA HOTY AOK
LeTare nopea pubmaxa.

48 | NTULLE GAPLAYE / BIRDS OF BARDAGA

Birds waste no precious time either.
Of all the nesting birds in Barda¢a,
Wild Mallards are the most impa-
tient ones. Until recently, they were
the most abundant and therefore
the most important nesting non-
singing birds in Barda¢a. When the
winter is mild, they start court-

ing already in February and nest
around the 1st of March. Of course,
if the winter is being stubborn and
snows and frost linger around,
Mallards must also wait with the
mating until April. Regardless of
good or bad weather conditions,
the last specimens nest around
April 20th. It’s useless to do it later
because ducklings wouldn’t have
enough time to grow up sufficiently
for the winter. Ducks don’t like

to walk so their nests are usually
quite near the shore, hidden in
grass, bushes, branches or under
the water-warn banks. Sometimes,
when you walk near the pond, one
would fly off from the nest directly
from under your feet.

AUJEBO

LpHorpnu ribypau (Podiceps
nigricollis) y Bogun, nsrnefa aa nnusa
6e3 yusba...

AECHO
... HE3aMHTEePCOBaHO...

LEFT

A Black-necked Grebe (Podiceps nigricollis)
in the water, it seems to be swimming
aimlessly

RIGHT
...disinterested...




[+ -
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Hcro Tako, He yace yaca HY BUBIIH.
VY ucro Bpujeme Kap M rayBape, caMmo
HA IIONMAQBHUM AMBAAAMA, OHH
oAabepy moropaH byceH TpaBe MAK
XYMKY 6AaTa M Ha BEMY HAH Y3 bera
Y IIAUTKO YAYO5CHbe IIOAOXKE YBHjEK
10 9ETHPH jajeTa OKPEHYTa IMoTaMa
npema BaHH. Jaja cy 60joM Tako
CaBpIICHO pHAArol)eHa OKOANHH
A4 HX je TOTOBO HeMoryhe younrtn
IIpUj€ HETO IITO CE yrasH y BUX.
BuskoBa jaja nmajy jour jeaHO BaXkHO
CBOjCTBO: BEOMA Cy YIIH HCHA,

TAaKO A C€ HE MOTY OTKOTP/&oATH U
HCIACTH U3 IIAUTKOT THHJE3AQ.

Ocum AuBAbE TATKE TAYBApE, HA
bBapaauu ce poanac ruujesae jom Tpu
BPCTE MaTaKa: MaTka KPeKeTapKa,
maTka puborAaBKa U IaTKa BOpPKa.

AHJEBO
... CBe IOK He Hahe apyLwwTBO...

HA CAUMJEAEBRE ABUJE CTPAHE
MNpep onyjy (jesepo MpeBnaka)

(Northern) Lapwings waste no
time either. They choose a suitable
hassock or grass tumulus on the
flooded meadows and in a shallow
pit on it or next to it they always
lay four eggs with their rounded
sides facing out. The color of

the eggs is perfectly attuned to
the surroundings and makes

them practically impossible to
spot before one steps into them.
Lapwing’s eggs have one more
important characteristic: they are
very pointed and can not roll or
fall out of the shallow nest.

Apart from Wild Mallards, three
more species of ducks are currently
nesting in Bardaca: Gadwall, (Com-
mon) Pochard and Ferruginous Duck.

LEFT
...until it finds some company...

ON NEXT TwWO PAGES
Before storm (lake Prevlaka)
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Omne cy MHOTO OnIpesHuje, 1ma ce
TaKo matke puloraaske mape n
raujesae oTnpuanke nsmely 25.
ampHAQ | IS. jyHa, TaTKE BOPKE OA
1. Maja AO 20. jyHa, 2 HajOTIPE3HHjE
Cy maTKe KPEKETamKe KOje TO

cBe obase usmelyy 20. Majau 1s.
jyna. Aonepaasuo na bapaaun ce
THHjE3AMAA M [TATKA TPOTOTOBAII,
AAM OA TIOYETKA 21. BUjeKa HUje HU
npumnjehena na bapaadn y Bpujeme
Mapema U H3AUjETamba MAAAHX.

C apyre cTpaHe, 0A 2004. TOAUHE Ha
bapaauu cy ce moyean ruujespuTH
LIPBEHOK SYHU Aa6yAOBPI. To jejeauna
HO3UTUBHA IIPOMjEHA peher 3Hauajay
HOCAHEABHIX YETPACCETAK TOAHHA!

AUJEBO
Tyb6acTu ribypad (Podiceps cristatus) — Ko
Karke fa pusypa Huije BaxkHa?

AECHO
YnBapatbe hybactux rivypaua (Podiceps
cristatus)

54 | NTULLE GAPLAYE / BIRDS OF BARDACA

They are much more careful and

(Common) Pochards mate and nest
approximately between April 25th
and June 1sth, Ferruginous Ducks
from May 1st to June 20th, and the
most careful ones, Gadwalls, do
their thing between May 20th and
June 1sth. Until recently, Garganey
nested in Bardada as well, but it
has not been spotted there during
breeding or hatching period since
the beginning of 21st century.

On the other side, since 2004, Mute
Swans started nesting in Bardaca. It
is the only significant and positive
change in the last forty or some-
thing years.

LEFT
Great Crested Grebe (Podiceps cristatus) -
Who says hairstyle is not important?

RIGHT
Courting of Great Crested Grebes
(Podiceps cristatus)
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Aobpa je Buject aa cy cBojom
ACIIOTOM U KPasCBCKOM H0jaBOM
IPUAOOHAH MjECHO CTAHOBHUIITBO,
TaKO A2 Cy 32 capa A06po
samtuhenn oa KpuBoAoBara.

U onu mopajy aa moxype, jep ce
Aabyauhu nuae masenu, a Mmopajy
HaPaCTH AO HEKOAHMKO KMAOTPaMa
TEKHHE IIPUje AOAACKA 3UMe. 3aTO
ce AabyaoBu mape u raujesse Beh
usmelyy 25. mapran 20. jyna. 3a
THE3AMAMIITE Hajpapuje Oupajy
6AaTHA OCTPBIIA ycpeA pUOHAIKHUX
jesepa, TAje CaBUjy BEAUKO THUJE3A0
OA TPCKE U APYTOT MOYBApHOT Oumpa
— meby Tpekom, THK 3 BoAy.
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Y3 aabypoBe, rase6ose u urpe,

Haj3HavajHMje rme3papule bapaaue
T10 CBOjOj PUJETKOCTH MIPEACTABAA]Y
IIPHOBPATH Ty pLH. 3aIPaBO,
HaAa3 KOAOHHU]e OA 13 THHje3Achnx
maposa Ha jesepy Ayro nose I,

2. Maja 2004. TOAUHE, JEAUHH j€
KOHKPETHH IOAATaK O THHjexDemy
LPHOBPATOT Ty PLA Y IIHj€AO]
Bocuuu XepuCFOBHHI/I y HOBI/IjC
BpHjEMe.

AHJEBO

UpHa nucka (Fulica atra) - nnec Ha
BOAM

AECHO

LipHa nucka (Fulica atra) — cnokojHn y
CBOM fjoMy



The good news is that their beauty and

royal appearance brought them the
affection of the locals and provided
them with good protection from the
poachers, for now. They also must
hurry because the little Swans come to
this world very small and have to grow
up to several kilos of weight before the
winter. That is why the Swans breed
and nest already between March 2sth
and June 20th. For their nesting place,
they usually choose muddy islands in
the middle of fishponds where they
make their big nest of reed and other
swamp plants — amid the Common
Reed and next to the water.

Together with Swans, Gulls and
Terns, the most important nesting
birds of Bardaca, based on their rarity,
are Black-necked Grebes. Actually,
finding of the colony consisting of 13
nesting pairs in Dugo polje I lake on
May 2nd, 2004 is the only specific
piece of information about the nesting
of Black-necked Grebes in the whole
Bosnia and Herzegovina in recent
times.

LEFT
(Eurasian) Coot (Fulica atra) - dancing on
the water

RIGHT
(Eurasian) Coot (Fulica atra) - peaceful in
their home
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AUJEBO
LipHa nucka (Fulica atra), nap Ha Boan

AECHO
LipHa nucka (Fulica atra) - oko rHmjesfa
yBUWjeK vMa LiTa fja ce paau

LEFT
(Eurasian) Coot (Fulica atra), a pair on the water

RI1GHT
(Eurasian) Coot (Fulica atra), there is
always something to do around the nest
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Hajuemha u Hajxpynauja Bpcra
TEbYpLA Koja ce rHuje3Au Ha Bapaaun
je hybactu rwypan. OH je ceanna,
aan Ha Bapaaday ce BpahaBehy
MapTy U TapoBH ce oAMax barjajy
Ha 3ay3MMAaIbe IHE3AUAUIIHE
TEPUTOPHjE U YABAPAE, AAH CA
ragjexhemeM mounmy TeK 0a 20.
anpuaa. Onu crasno notsphyjy

1 0javaBajy CBOjy BE3y IPUAUIHO
3aMpIICHOM LIEPEMOHMjOM KOja

ce opBHja Ha BoAu. [TapTHepn

ce mosapasmajy Beh ca Beanke
YAQ45EHOCTH, TPU YEMY HCTIPYXKE
BPAT THK U3HAA BOACHE IIOBPIIHHE,
u poaascha nrunay raksom crasy,
HOITYT FAUCEPA, HAIIPABH KPYT OKO
naptHepa, pasmehyhu ce cBojom
CHaroM u 6p3uHOM. 3aTHUM CAHjeAH
CUHXPOHH30BaHO mauBame. [Itume
MPBO 33jeAHUYKH 3aPOHE, Ca AHA
aoxsarte caorh Tpyaor 6apckor
61Aa, [Ta U3POHE H YCIIPaBE ey

BOAM.

& Y
. L B

The most common and the larg-

est species of Grebes nesting in
Bardaca is the Great Crested
Grebe. It is a migratory bird, but

it returns to Bardada already in
March. Immediately, the pairs start
taking over the nesting territory
and begin courting but the actual
nesting starts only after April 20th.
They reconfirm and strengthen
their relationships by means of a
very complicated ceremony that
takes part on the water. Partners
greet cach other from the great dis-
tance while stretching their necks
just above the water. An arriving
bird with such a stand makes a cir-
cle around the partner, showing off
its strength and speed. Then there
is some synchronized swimming.
The birds take a joint dive, get a
bunch of rotten march plants from
the bottom and then they emerge
and straighten in the water.
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AHJEBO

Pujeunn rane6 (Larus ridibundus) Ha
rHujesny

CPEAHMHA

Bjenobpapa uvrpa (Chlidonias hybridus)
y rHujesay

AECHO

BuiBak (Vanellus vanellus) y nety
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CuaxHo Becaajyhu Horama,

HM3AUTHY TOTOBO IIHjEAO THjEAO
OKOMHTO M3HAA BOAE, A
HAKOCTPHjeIEHUX MEPjaHUX
3aAM3aKa OP30 BPTE TAABOM
AHjEBO-AECHO, Kao pa xohe a2
crpecy Boay ¢ auna. Canjean

OIIET MaAO YIOPEAHOT IIAUBAHA

u mehyco6Hor KAamama, ma omer
KAMMaH€e TAABOM AHjEBO-AECHO,

Y3 IIOBPEMEHO HCITYIITAME BPAO
CBOjCTBEHUX KPEKETABO-IITEKTABUX
rAacoBa, ¥ Tako peaom. I Ipusop
CBAKaKO CMaAd Y HAj)KUBOTIMCHU]E
nonamame Melyy nTuujum ceujeTom

Ha Bappaun. Vs cee To hy6Gactu

rypun npoHaly Bpemena aa

OA Pa3HOPA3HOT BOACHOT 612
HaIpaBe THMjE3A0 BUCOKO M AO
8o M. Y merakeHka cHece 3 A0 6
jaja xoja cy y HO4ETKY 3€ACHKACTO
OujeAa, a KaCHHje IIOIPHUME
ranHacrobjeandacry 60jy, ¢
MOHEKOM TAMHHjOM MPAHIIOM.

3a pasAMKY OA I'ibypaLja, MyXjaK
LIPHE AKCKE, IOPEA AMB/AE [IATKE
rAyBape, jeAHe 0A HajOpojHUjUX
ribespapuna bapaade, kaaa je pujed o
ITHUIIAMA HEIjEBUL[aMa, HeMa 60T 3Ha
LIITA A2 IOKAXKE — HUTH MMa TH3AABO
PYX0, HUTH je A0Gap maccay.




LEFT

A Black-headed Gull (Larus ridibundus), in
the nest

CENTER

A Whiskered Tern (Chlidonias hybridus) in
the nest

RIGHT
(Northern) Lapwing (Vanellus vanellus) in flight

Strongly paddling with their feet,

they raise almost their whole bod-
ies upright above the water and
with bristled feathery sideburns
they quickly spin their heads left
and right as if they want to shake
off the water from their faces.
Some parallel swimming and bow-
ing follows; then again nodding
left and right with occasional
emission of some very character-
istic croaking-yelping sounds, and
so on. Most certainly, this scene
represents some of the most vivid
behavior in the world of birds in
Barda¢a. With all this going on,

the Great Crested Grebes find the
time to build up to 8o c¢m high
nest from the various aquatic
plants. Inside the nest, a female
lays 3 to 6 eggs that are greenish-
whitish in the beginning and later
become clayish-whitish in color
with a few darker spots.

As opposed to Grebes, the male of
(Eurasian) Coot, as well as the Mal-
lard that is one of the most common
nesting birds of Bardaca when it
comes to non-singing birds, hasn’t
much to show — it neither has ornate
clothes nor it is a good singer.
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On usabpanuiy cora cpua
OKYLIaBa OCBOJUTH Mapausouthy u
noayserHomhy — craAHO IpoHaAasu
HAM OA APYTHX OTHMA H AOBAQYH
HOBH MaTEPHjaA 32 THUjE3A0 (npu
TOME je BPAO HECTIPETAH U TPASAB,
I1a yCITyT MHOTO BULIIE UST'y6u Hero
LITO AOHECE) M HYAH I'a KCHKU MAH
OpaHU BUXOB MAAU THE3AMAHIIHH
IIPOCTOP OA HACPTASHBHUX CYCjeAa.
VYKOAHKO je Hamap Ha IIPOCTOP
THHUje3Ad 036141*91-11/1]'14, TO jeCT aKO je y
HHBA3Hjy YKAYYEH IUjEAU CYCjEAHU
ap, HAH BUILE BUX, y CYKOO ce BPAO

OAAYYIHO yKA;y‘{y]C H OKECHKa.

AUM)EBO

BecnnataH npeBo3 - ckynuHa
6jenobpaaunx unrpu (Chlidonias hybridus)
1 jepaH pujeunn rane6 (Larus ridibundus)
Ha nnyTajyhem octpsy

AECHO

Jaja 6jeno6page unrpe (Chlidonias
hybridus)

He tries to win over his sweetheart

though diligence and entreprencur-
ship — all the time he searches for
the new material for the nest or
grabs it from the others (he is very
clumsy and sloppy at it and looses
much more material than he actu-
ally brings back) and then he offers
it to the female or he defends it from
the aggressive neighbors. If the at-
tack on the nest is more serious, i.e.
if both members of the neighboring
couple or more of them are included
in the invasion, a female takes a very
decisive part in the conflict.

LEFT

A free ride - a group of Whiskered Terns
(Chlidonias hybridus) and one Black-
headed Gull (Larus ridibundus) on floating
island

RiGHT
Whiskered Tern’s eggs (Chlidonias
hybridus)
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Hbuxose 6opbe cy mocebuo

3aHUMmUBE 300T CBOjE KECTHHE, AAH
1 M3PAKEHOT CIIOPTCKOT AyXa. Y BUMa
Ba>ke IPUAMYHO CTPOTa IIPABUAL,

a CyIIAPHHULM CE KOPHCTE TOTOBO
HCK Ay IMBO HOKHUM TEXHHKAMA,
onyT Majcropa Gpasuacke
Gopuaauxe BjemTnHe capoeire. To He
611 6HAO TOAHKO 9YAHO AQ C€ OKPILIAjH
He 0ABHjajy Ha Boau! Haume, onu

ce n3BpHY Achrma Ha BoAy 1 cBOM
JKECTHHOM 3aAajy KPYXKHE yAaplie
CBOjuM 3eacHHM Horama. To ajeayje
Kao A2 BEAUKOM OP3HHOM BO3e
Henoctojehu 6nnuka, ys myno
IIPCKatba H IIAYCKatba IO BOAL.

64 | NTULLE BAPLAYE / BIRDS OF BARDACA

CAMYHO je ¥ ca ApyTHM BPCTaMa Koje
CE THHUjE3AE HA BOAU: I[PHOBPATHM
I‘H))’PL[HM&, MaAUM I‘H)YPL[I/IMQ,
narkama, 6apcKuM KOKHIaMa,
raac6OBHMa, YNTPaMa UTA.
Hajos6bumnuje 60p6e Boae raboposm.
To cy Beh MedeBn y cynepremkoj
KaTEeropHjH, y KOjIMa Ce, TOPeA
IITHITAbA KAYHOM, KOj€ je AO3BOASEHO,
PpasMjemwyjy ¥ pa3oOpHU YAAPLIU
kpusom. Ty Hema 1aae, jep je yaapary
Aa0YAOBOT KPHAA TAKO XKECTOK AQ
MO>KE CAOMHTH Ty KOCT.

AUJEBO
A 13 oBKX NjeraBux jaja yckopo he ce
ncnunut ntuhu ypHe nucke (Fulica atra)

AECHO
A 113 0BUX jowl 6pojHMja NopoanLa LpHe
nucke (Fulica atra)



Their fights are especially interest-
ing because of their violence but
also because of their outstanding
sportive spirit. There are strict rules
of engagement and the rivals use
only the foot techniques, as the
masters of the Brazilian martial
arts of capocire do. That wouldn’t
be so strange if the clashes weren’t
on the water! Namely, they roll on
their backs on the water and place
circular blows with their green legs
as strongly as possible. It looks as
they are riding some imaginary
bike at the great speed, with lots of
splashing and tapping.

It is similar with the other species

nesting on the water: Black-necked
Grebes, Little Grebes, Ducks,
(Common) Moorhens, Gulls,
Terns, etc. Swans have the most
serious fights. Those are heavy
weight fights where, besides the
allowed pinching with the beaks,
there are some destructive blows
with the wings. No joke there, since
the blow of the swan’s wing is so
ferocious that it can break a thin-
ner bone.

LEFT
And from these spotted eggs, the Coot’s
nestling (Fulica atra) will soon to hatch

RIGHT
And from these even a bigger Coot (Fulica
atra) family
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Ha nospmunama pubmaka koje
MPEKPHUBAjy CACTOjUHE AokBamuha,
6Hjerr 1 )KYTOT AOKBaHa CBOjy
MjEIIOBUTY KOAOHH]jY CMjENITajy
MHOro6pojHU pHjedHH raac00BH
u 6jeaobpase 9urpe, a ApyUITBO
UM npaBe ¥ MasoOpojHe oOuyHe
aurpe. OBa unwenunna A06uja
CaCBUM HOBO 3HAYEHE KaAa Ce UMa
y BHAY Aa je Bapaaua jeauno MjecTo
y bocuu u Xepueropunu Ha kojeM
ce THHjE3AE T€ TP BPCTE ITHIA
u3 nopoautie rasc6osa (Obparua,
1974). HaxaaocT, komeme

Gapcke Bereraruje Koje ce sbor
TEXHOAOIIKHUX MoTpeba pubmaka
PEAOBHO OABHja yIIPaBO y BpHjeME
AEKEHa U OATajalba MAAAYHALIA,
AECETKOBAAO j€ Y HOBHje BpHjeMe
mHUXOBe Iihesache nomyaanuje,

a o6M9Ha 9uTpa je MOKAa Beh
unpecrasa OUTH IbespapuLia
bapaaue.

CAnYHa Ty>KHa CYAOMHA 3 A€CHAQ j¢ U
HEKOAHMKO BPCTa YaIlnoH U HOHCa KOju
Cy ce HeKaaa rHMjesanAn Ha bappaun.

Numerous Black-headed Gulls
and Whiskered Terns place their
mixed colonies at the fishpond

surfaces covered with stands of
Yellow Floating Hearts, White
Water Lilies and Spatterdocks
while a few Common Terns keep
them company. This fact is even
more important when taken into
consideration that Bardaca is the
only place in Bosnia and Herze-
govina where these three birds from
the family of Gulls nest (Obratil,
1974). Unfortunately, the mowing
of the marsh vegetation that, due
to the technological needs of the
Fishponds, regularly takes place

at the time when the young ones
hatch and are raised has devastated
their nesting populations in the
recent times while the Common
Tern might have already stopped
nesting at Bardaca.

Several species of Egrets and Ibises
that used to nest at Barda¢a met
the similar sad fates.

Ha IIPETXOAHE ABUJE CTPAHE
Pujeunu rane6 (Larus ridibundus), jato y
nety

AM)EBO
Monojka (Actitis hypoleucos) ctanHo
KN1MMa 3aTKOM

AECHO
MNomcku Bpabau (Passer montanus) —
njecma my Huje 6aLu 3aHOCHa

ON Two PREVIOUS PAGES

A Black-headed Gull (Larus ridibundus), a
flock in flight

LEFT

A Common Sandpiper (Actitis hypoleucos)
is constantly nodding with its rear

RIGHT
(Eurasian) Tree Sparrow (Passer montanus)
- it's song is not so enchanting
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Ap O6parua (1974. 1 1983) HaBoAU
Aacy ce Ha Apau Pakurosar
THUjE3AHAM LIPHU HOKC HAU
paxkar, 1972. TOAHHE, H Yallsa
KaIIMKapa, 1973. U 1974. TOAMHE,
aAH je BPUXOBO THeK)eme Ty
HPEKUHYTO NpobujatbeM KaHaAd
Kpo3 Apy Pakurosan pasu
ckpahuBama BoscHUX yTeBa y
jesepy Paxurosau, mro je Ao0BeAo
AO YECTOT Y3HEMHPABaHha THX
IAAIASHBHUX MTHIA. Mjemosura
KOAOHM]ja TaKOBA, Ky THX YaIl /oK

U MaAUX OMjeAUX 4ansu Ha AaK
PakuroBar, y kojoj je Ap Obparna
(1974) Habpojao oxo 300 rwesachux
MapoBa, MOTPAjaAa je CBE AOK HAKOH
NPUBATH3AIIHj€ HUjE IIOCjeYEHO CBE
ApBehe n rpMae KojuM je apa Hekap
Guaarycro obpacaa. I'akosu cy ce
H3TAEAA IPHAATOAUAU H Y MAEM
Opojy mpeMjecTHAH Ha IPEOCTAAO
HemocjeueHo ApBehe koje pacTe Ha
noayocTpBy pubmaka “‘Cumax’.

Maae bujeae yanme HUCY MOTAE
HOAHUJETH YAAP U AAHAC CAMO
oBpeMeHO HaBpare Ha bappauy
TOKOM ceob¢ U AyTaba, a 10 KOjH
HIpPUMjepaK XKYTe Yallibe AQ CE
BUAJETU U Y BpUjEME rvexhema,
aAM HEMA [TOAATAKA AQ AH CE TY
U THHjE3AU HAHU Cy TO 320CTAAH
HECMapeH! IIPUMjepLU.

AUJEBO

Pvha yansva (Ardea purpurea)

AECHO

Mormbcku Bpabay (Passer montanus) 3a
rHnjesfo 6upa HajpuHnju MaTepujan u He
Xanu Tpyaa
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Dr. Obratil (1974 and 1983) stated
that Glossy Ibis nested at the Raki-
tovac River Island in 1972, and
Spoonbill in 1973 and 1974 but their
nesting there was interrupted by the
channel cut through the Rakitovac
River Island for the purpose of
shortening the water ways on the
Rakitovac Lake which resulted

in the frequent disturbances of
these shy birds. Dr. Obratil (1974)
counted around 300 nesting pairs
of (Black-crowned) Night Herons,
Squacco Herons and Little Egrets in
the mixed colony at the Rakitovac
River Island which lasted until after
the privatization when all the trees
and bushes that grew thick over the
river island were cut down. (Black-
crowned) Night Herons seemed

to have adjusted to and in smaller
numbers moved to the remaining
uncut trees growing at the peninsula

of the “Sinjak’ fishpond.

Little Egrets could not take the blow
and now they only sometimes pop

by Barda¢a during migration and va-
grancy while some isolated specimens
of Squacco Herons can also be seen
during the nesting period but there

is no information whether they are
actually nesting there or those are

unpaired birds that were left behind.

LEFT

A Purple Heron (Ardea purpurea)

RIGHT

(Eurasian) Tree Sparow (Passer montanus)
chooses the finest material for its nest
and spares no effort
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O, cBUX YansH IHE3AAPUIIA
Bapaade cBojy 6pojHocT 3a capa je
AOOPO cadyBaAa jeAHHO YaN SULA.
OHna Ma CKPOMHE EKOAOIIKE
notpebe n AOBOMSHE €Y jOj CACBUM
Maae 6ape u pmhanm pa 6u ce
NpeXpaHHUAA U THHje3AHAQ. Y
nponche ce npso Bpahajy mysxjanmy,
OAMAX 3aTOCjEAAjY THE3AMANIITHA
MjeCTa M 3aTI0YH Y U3TPAAKY
ruujespa. Hexoanko aana xacuuje
CTHKY M )KEHKE U IIPEY3UMajy
MOCAOBE OKO H3TPAAE Y CBOjE
PYK€, OAHOCHO K/oYHOBE U HOTE, a
MY>KjaLl1 IPEY3UMajy OATOBOPHOCT
MPUKYT ;»akbha MATEPHjaAd 32
rauje3p0. [Hujesao je Gprx »uBO
CKPHBEHO U KaMy(pAHPAHO, 4 KEHKA
y Bera moaaxe s-6 6jeAndacTnx jaja.

AUM)EBO
Jesepo lNpesnaka n nnaHnHa MoTajuua

AECHO

My>xjak TpcTerbaka (Acrocephalus
palustris) njeea v YaBpsba U3 CBe CHare,
anu my He 61 cmeTano mMasno Bjexbe 13
condeha

Of all the nesting Herons at

Bardaca, so far only Little Bittern
kept its numbers high. It has only
modest ecological needs and very
small pools and pieces of ground
covered with reed are enough for
it to feed and nest. In spring, the
males are the first to come back,
they immediately take over the
nesting places and start building
the nests. A few days later, females
arrive too and take over the nest
building work into their hands, i.e.
into their beaks and legs while the
males take over the responsibility
of collecting the building material.
The nest is carefully hidden and
camouflaged and a female lays 5-6
whitish eggs in it.

LEFT
Lake Prevlaka and mountain Motajica

RIGHT

A male of Marsh Warbler (Acrocephalus
palustris) singing and chattering out
loud, but he could use some exercise in
solfeggio
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Ha bappauu ce jomr yBujex
raujespu u puba danma. OHa je
OAyBHjeK 61Aa PHjeTKa, 2 AaHAC je
jou pjeha s6or peaoBHOT KOWEHA
TPCKE M CMaHCHha CTAHUILTA.

JeAHa oA HajpSEIIIUX MITHIIA
bapaaue, a u nujese Espone,
cBakako je Boaomap. Op03a0
pbacronapanyacr, oa0sro Hebecko
MAAB, CA METAAHHM OACjajeMm,

o, 6aucrajyhu nonyr cadpupa, y
CTPEAOBHTOM ACTY HUCKO HapaHjche
pubaKe HAH C€ IIOMYT KaMEHa
obpyuiaBa y BOAy ca IpaHYMIIC H3HAA
OMH HCHOT pUOOAOBHOT MjecTa.

OH yorruiTe He KypH U TEK KpajeM
aNpHAA [OYHHHE C IIPBHUM IIAPCHEM U
ranjexhemem. Ho, mperxoano mopa
Aa ce A0bpo HaMydH Aa 61 y cTpMOj
06aAH HCKOIIA0 OKO METAp H 110
Ay60OKO THHje3A0, KOje OHA2 OOAOKH
HECBapPEHUM pUbAHUM KOCTHMA.
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Purple Heron, too, is still nesting at

Bardaca. It has always been rare and

is even rarer today because of regular

mowing of the reed and the reduc-
ing habitat.

(Common) Kingfisher is one

of the most beautiful birds in
Barda¢a and in the whole Europe.
Rusty-orangey from bellow, sky
blue from above, with the metallic
shine, glowing like a sapphire

it flies like an arrow over the
fishponds or, as a rock, it dives in
the water from the branch above
its favorite fishing place. It is not
in hurry at all and starts the first
mating and nesting only at the
end of April. However, it must
work hard to dig up a meter and
a half deep nest in the steep bank
and cover it with undigested fish
bones.

AUJEBO
Benwuku Tpctemak (Acrocephalus
arundinaceus) H/ TPCKY He caBuje

AECHO
TpcTewak (Acrocephalus sp)

LEFT
Great Reed Warbler (Acrocephalus
arundinaceus), it does not even bend a reed

RIGHT
A Reed Warbler (Acrocephalus sp.)







AUJEBO

Tpctemak (Acrocephalus sp) y Tpwhaky
AECHO

Mjecma BenuKkor TpcTeraka
(Acrocephalus arundinaceus) - Heka me
HeKo Hagrnaca!
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WM nexoamnko BpcTa mjeBHIIa CTPOro

BE3AHMX 32 MOYBAPHA CTAHHUIITA
Mopajy ce oBAje momeHyTH. [ Ipuje
cBera, nocjernonuma bapaade mapajy

y 0un, mAM GOme PEdCHO Mapajy yum,
0e30pOjHH BEAUKH TPCTEHALIU HAK
PUTCKH APO3AOBH, YHja j€ TmjecMa
FOTOBO HCTO TAKO YECTA, TPOMOTAACHA U
3aHMMAHBA Kao M Kabmsn KpekeT. Aok
MY>Kjal[ HEYMOPHO AAPMajy CBOjUM
“KHPH-KHMPH, Kapa-Kapa', BHXOBE
JKCHKE CaBHjajy 3aHHM bUBa M YAOOH
THHje3Aa, IoBesyjyhu ABHje A mecT
cTab;UKa TPCKE Koje CAYIKE KaO HOTapH
Ha KOjHMa je THUjE3A0 OAUTHYTO MOAQ
AO jEAAH METAP OA BOACHE OBPIINHE

U OCHTYPaHO OA HATAMX IIPOASETHHX
noraasa. JKenka Ty moaoxu 06HIHO 4
AO 5 jaja, Ha KOjUMa HAU3MjEHUYHO AEKE
U OHA M MY’KjaK 14 AO IS AQHA.

Bpao camano annm 1 MEOTO pjehu n
HEyIaA SHBHjU (LuTcTa, TjecMa My je KyA
H KaMO Pa3HOBPCHHUja M MEAOAMYHH]a!)
TpcTemak 1BpKyTHh, camMo KopHcTH
QHHMjI MaTepHjaA 32 THH]E3AO.
Tpcremax porosap max BuIe

BOAH I'yCTE HACAATE CTAPOT POrosa,
BHCOKY TPaBy HAH CUTY, TAj€ CaBHja
THHjE3AO0 HA BUCHHH AO jEAHOT
MeTpa UsHap Taa 6AU3Y BOACHE
HOBPIIHHE, PHjETKO H3HAA HbeE.



LEFT
A Reed Warbler (Acrocephalus sp.) in the
reed bed

RIGHT

A song of Great Reed Warbler (Acrocephalus
arundinaceus) - | dare someone to sing
louder then me!

Several species of the singing birds
that strictly connected to the
marsh habitats must be mentioned
here too. First of all, numerous
Great Reed Warblers catch the
visitors’ eye or, better said, the ear
because their song is as common,
as loud and as interesting as the
frog’s call. While the males tire-
lessly scream their “kiri-kiri, xara-
kara’, the females make interesting
and comfortable nests, connecting
two to six reed stems that are used
as legs for the nest to be raised for
half to one meter above the water
and to be secure from the sudden

spring floods. The female lays 4 to
s eggs and both her and the male
take turns sitting on eggs for 14 to

15 days.

Much rarer and average (Euro-
pean) Reed Warbler does almost
the same (a pity, its song is much
more diverse and melodic!), only
it uses finer material for its nest.
Yet, Marsh Warbler prefers thick
deposits of old Cattail, high grass
or Rush where it makes its nest at
the height of up to one meter above
the ground, near the water, rarely
above it.
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Tuxo, aAU yIIOPHO, MEXaHHYKO
3yjame y porosy M CMTH, HAAHK

Ha paa KakBor MoTopunha,

HEIOT PELIIBO OAAj€ TPUCYCTBO
HBHXOBOT AQbET CPOAHHUKA, OOUYHOT
qu'mha. I/Isﬂcﬂabyjyhc je KaKko Taj
MaAH IIjeBad MOXKE CBOj€ jeAHOAHMYHO
3yjarse “LIL...IL... LI} - L I-L T
xaypppppPpPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPP---”
A2 MHHTOHHMPA (€3 IPEKHAQA U [0 ABA
muHyTa nan Bume. OH cMjenrta
THHjE3A0 Ha OKO ITOAA METPA
BHCHHE H3HaA BOAE, Y HACAaraMa
HPOLIAOTOAUIIEE CUTE.

T'OPE AMJEBO
CuBa cjeHuua (Parus palustris)

AOAE AUJEBO

Benwka cjeHuua (Parus major), xeHka c
naykom y KibyHy — fia 61 Mnagm fobpo
pacnu, Basba NPUKYNUTK NYHO XpaHe

RIGHT
Benuka cjeHuua (Parus major) - KakaB cnactaH
ynos!

Quiet but persistent mechanic
hovering in the Cattail or Rush,
like the run of a small engine,
reveals without a mistake the
presence of their distant relative,
a Savi’s Warbler. It is surpris-
ing how this little singer can
intone its monotonous buzz-

ing “cp... cp...cp-cp - cp - cp
rrrrrrrrrrrrrreer...” for two
minutes or longer, without inter-
ruption. It puts its nest at halfa
meter height, in the deposits of
the last year’s Rush.

UPrPER LEFT
Marsh Tit (Parus palustris)

LOwWER LEFT

A Great Tit (Parus major), a female with

the spider in the beak - for young to grow
adequately, one needs to gather a lot of food
RIGHT

A Great Tit (Parus major) — Such a
delicious catch!







Y Tpcuu ce y MCTO Tako BEAMKOM

6pOjy Kao M BEAMKH TPCTCHALH
THHjE3AC M MOYBAPHE CTPHAAHIIE,
HEYMaA SUBE ITHYHIE HAAMK HA
XKeHKy Bpara nokyhapa. Jeanno
MY>KjaIl¥l y BpHjEME apemha UMajy
CacBUM LIpHY IAaBy H bujeac “Gprose”.
Ocum 1o 6pojHOCTH, 3HAYAjHE CY U TTO
TOME IITO Cy )XMBOTHHUM IOTpebama
CTPOTO BE3aHE 32 EMEP3HY MOYBAPHY
Beretanujy. ['Hujesae ce HATAY Y
TPaBH, PHjETKOj TPCIIH U CTAPUM
HacAaraMa CMTE HAM POrosa.

Heonxoano je pehn nap pujeun
u 0 6ujeroj cjernnu. OBa Trxa,
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HEYIaA ~HBA MITHYUIIA-CTAHAPHI[A
Bapaade cnasa y Hajcnocobunje
rpabeBunape y nruyjem ceyjery. Ca
IPaBAEHEM TIPBOT THHjE3AA TOYHHHE
Beh kpajem anpraa nan noverkom
Maja. MysKjak y KsYHY AOHECE CAAMKY
KOjy jEAHUM KPajeM MPUIBPCTH HA
IrpaHYnLy Bpbe MAM pakuTe, I1a je

YMPCH OKO jeAHE HAHU BHIIE TPAHYUIIA.

3arum y re HamoTaje ynanhe apyre
CAAMKE AOK HE HAYHHH OCHOBY jEAHE
kpymxoauke Bpehnie. Onaa, 3ajeano
CaKCHKOM, AOTjepyje Ty rpalyeBuny
TaKO IITO OCHOBHO TKHMBO MOIMYHhaBa
narnepjacTuM OUASHUM CjeMEHKaMa, I1a
Ty BaTacTy Macy AHjEITH MY BAYKOM.

AHJEBO

KeHka Benuke cjeHuue (Parus major) — pa
61 Mnagm [o6po pacsun, Barba NPUKyNuTH
nyHO XpaHe

AECHO
CwBa cjenuua (Parus palustris)

HA CAMJEAEBE ABUJE CTPAHE
CyToH Hap Ayrum Momem 1



e 1
4!

As well as the Great Reed Warblers, average lookingittle resident bird of
(Common) Reed Buntings, aver- Bardaca is one of the most capable
age looking little birds similar to the builders of the bird world. It starts
female of a House Sparrow, nest in making its first nest already at the end
great numbers in Reed. Only the males of April or at the beginning of May.
have the completely black heads and A male brings a straw in his beak and,
white “moustaches” during the mating on one end, attaches it to the Willow
period. Apart from their abundance, or Purple Willow branch and then
they are also important because their wraps it around one or more branches.
life needs strictly connect them to the After that, he wraps other straws in LEFT
emerged marsh vegetation. They nest those coils until he makes a basis for A female Great Tit (Parus major), - for the
on the ground, in the grass, sparse Reed a pear-like bag. Then, together with young to grow adequately, one needs to
and old deposits of Rush or Cattail. a female, he adds to the structure gathera ot of food
. ) RIGHT

by filling the basis with the downy Willow Tit (Parus palustris)
It is necessary to say a few words about plant seeds and glues this cotton- ON NEXT Two PAGES
(Eurasian) Penduline Tit. This quiet, like mass with its saliva. Nightfall over Dugo Polje 1
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KonauHo, rumjespo nonpumu
00AMK KPYLIKOAMKE ByHCHE Yaparie
ca BPAO MAaAOM CapOM HaAMK Ha
LIPHjeBO, KOja CAYXKH KaO yAQ3. Ty
JKEHKA CHece § A0 8 CUTHUX OHjeanx
jaja, Ha KOjUMA caMa AEXH 12 AO

15 AaHa. 32 TO BpHjeMe My>XKjaK

Bch npaBsu Apyro runjesao He 6u
A IPHBYKAO jOII KOjy XKEHKY!
Mosxe My ce, Ka KeHKe Ha cebe
Npey3UMajy y IjeAMHH U 6p1/1ry o
MAQAMMA.

AECHO
lak (Nycticorax nycticorax) - 3awTo je
ocTao cam?

Finally, the nest starts to look like a
pear-like wool stocking with a very
little boot leg resembling a hose that
is used as an entrance. A female lays
5 to 8 small white eggs in there and
sits alone on them for 12 to 15 days.
During that time, a male is already
makinga new nest trying to allure
another female! He can do whatever
he wants since the female takes the
complete care of the young ones
upon herself.

RIGHT
(Black-crowned) Night Heron (Nycticorax
nycticorax) - Why was it left alone?
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HMako xykasuIie kao BpcTa HUCY
CTPOTO BE3aHe 32 MOYBAPHA
CTAaHMIITA, MOPAMO U BHX
MIOMEHYTH, jep Cy HEKH BHXOBU
COjeBM BE3AHM 34 TTOjEAUHE BPCTE
mouBapHux nruna mjesuna. One
Ha Bapaauy porase y anpuay, asu
MM HHUj€ HU Ha KPaj TaMETH Aa Ce
TPYAE OKO IPaBACHA THHjE3AA U
nopusama Mmaaaux. [Toanso BpeGajy
MPUAHMKY AQ TOABAAE CBOjE jajey
rHHje3A0 HeKor HecpehHor mapa
tpcremaxa (Acrocephalus sp),
npsenaaha, kocosa, ApospoBa
mjeBavya HAM YaK MajyIIHUX
napuha. Ho, Hu To Huje aako. Aa
6H MOTAC H3BECTH CBOjy “TIpAdaBY
paboty”, KykaBHLe Cy MOpase
Pa3BUTH €BOAYIIHOHO CACBUM HOBE
crocobroctu. ITpuje cBera, xenka
MOXKE AQ OAAQXKE ITOAATAIE jajeTa
AOK T'OA jOj CE HE yKa)Ke ITOBOASHA
MPUAMKA, 2 KAAQ CE TO ACCH, OHAA TA
CHECe Y POKY OA CBETa Iap MUHYTA.

AMJEBO
Jesepo [lyro lMNosbe 1 - HajHacerbeHunje
nTuyje ,uapcTeo”

AECHO
Bapcka kokuua (Gallinula chloropus)

Even though, as a species, the

(Common) Cuckoos are not strictly
connected to the marsh habitats
they have to be mentioned as well
because some of their kind are
connected to some species of marsh
singing birds. They come to Bardaca
in April but they don’t even consider
making an effort to build the nest
or raise the young. Despicably, they
wait for the opportunity to plant
their own egg into the nest of some
unlucky pair of Reed Warblers (Ac-
rocephalus sp), (European) Robins,
(Common) Blackbirds, Song Trushs
or even tiny Wrens. However, that
too is not easy. In order to be able to
do their “dirty job“ the (Common)
Cuckoos had to develop some evolu-
tionary new capabilities. First of all,
a female can postpone laying an egg
until a favorable opportunity arises
and when that happens, she can lay
an egg within minutes.

LEFT

Dugo Polje Lake 1-the most populated
bird “kingdom”

RicHT

A (Common) Moorhen (Gallinula chloropus)
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AHUJEBO
Tek ncnubenn nTrhn UpHe nncke

AECHO
Ysopak (Sturnus vulgaris)
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Ho, nu 1o Huje cBe, jep je

nruh o6uuno 3HaTHO Behu oy,
MaapyHana poomahuna, ma my

je moTpeOHa cBa XpaHa KOjy
NpPEBAPEHHU YCBOJUTEAU MOTY AQ
06e3bujepe aa 61 ce HOPMAAHO
pasBujao u pactao. 3aTo cy ce
eBOAyLHjoM KoA nTnha KykaBue
Pa3BHAE BPAO CHA)KHE HOTE H jeAHA
ocjeTpuBa MoBpmHKHA Ha Achnuma
KOja ra IpHCHAABA Ad CE Typa ca
CBHUMeE IITO CE HAAA3H Y THHUjE3AY
AOK H IOCAEAIE jaje nAK ITHh
saocpehnor soomahuna He ncmapue
Hamose. Kykasurie nay jour u
Adse — jJEAMHKA KOja Ce U3AETAQ

kop oppehenor soomahuna nonoso

Tpaku UcTy BpcTy aoomahuna sa
cBoje Maaae. Tako cy ce pasBuau
oapehenn eBoaynmonu cojesu
KyKaBHuIa qmja ce jaja mehycobHo
PasAnKyjy, a 60jom, ma AOHEKAC U
BCAUYUHOM U 06AI/IKOM AHWYEC HA

jaja ycramenux aoomahuna.

Mma u Apyrux nrumna xoje ce
MacOBHO rHHje3Ac Ha Bappaun, aan
Cy OHE y CyIITHHH CTAHOBHHI[U
ITYMCKHX M APYTHX CTAHHIITA, 1A
HHCY OA IOCEOHOT OPHUTOAOLIKOT
3Hayaja 3a bapaauy, xao
IPBEHCTBEHO MOYBAPHO CTAHHIITE.



LEFT
The (Eurasian) Coot’s youngs just hatched

RIGHT
A (Common) Starling (Sturnus vulgaris)

Bug, that’s not all because the

nestling is usually much bigger
then the host’s nestlings and it
needs all the food that the deceived
foster parents can provide in order
to develop and grow normally. That
is why, through the evolution, the
(Common) Cuckoos’ nestlings
developed strong legs and a sensi-
tive area on their back forcing them
to push everything from the nest
until the last egg or the nestling

of the ill-fated host falls out of

it. (Common) Cuckoos go even
further — an individual bird that
hatched in the certain host’s nest

looks again for the same species of
the host for its own young ones.
In such way, certain evolutionary
strains of Cuckoos developed but
their eggs look all different and

in color and somewhat in size and
shape resemble the eggs of their
usual host.

There are also other birds that nest
in Barda¢a in huge numbers, but
they are essentially inhabitants

of forest and other habitats and

so have no special ornithological
importance to Bardaca that is pre-
dominantly a marsh habitat.
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Ko ce mpBu ruunjessuo, npsu ce
yepehn u moromersom. Tako ce
nmaunhwu matke rayBape ucnnae
nonekaa Beh mogerxom Tpehe
Aexape mapra. OHu cacBuM
Ande Ha pooMahe maunhe u yum
ce ocyme, cocobHu cy Aa 6pso
Tp4e, a MAMBAjy MOMYT ITAYTA,
CaMO He CMHjy IPEAYTO OCTATH
Y BOAH, jep UM mamnepje He 6uBa
OAMaX AOBOSHO HayseHo. O
BHMa ce OPHHE CAMO XKEHKA.
Hexaaa cy Bappasom y mapry
U AIIPHAY Ha CBE CTPAHE IpeMa
BOAH MapIIMPAaAe KOAOHE OA
0 7 A0 15 SYNKuX maunha
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npeABoheHNX OIIPE3HOM KEHKOM.

Aanac je To Beh pujepax mpusop.
Hexkaxo, camo map paHa xacHuje,
UCTIMAE CE ¥ IPBU BUBIIH.

OHnu HeBjepOBATHO AMYE HA
kokomje nuauhe, camo um je
MaCKHMPHA IIapa APyTadHja, BUIIE
pasbujeHa y HenmpaBuAHE MpAULE
U CaBPIIEHO UX MPUKPHUBA Y
oxoaunu. M onn cy morpxymiu,
croco6um Aa ce kpehy u ckpusajy
9HM CE MAAO MPHCYIIE.

OA BOAEHHX ITHIA HAKOH BHX
ce IpBO MHAE MAAAYHIIH bapcke
KOKHIIE.

AHUJEBO

CKopo cacBvM oapaciu MnaayHau, LipHe
nucke (Fulica atra) 6u pa ce Bpatn y Beh
HaTPyNO rHUje3A0 — CUTYPHOCT ...

AECHO
... CA MaMoM je 61no nakue



The one who built the nest first is
the first one to be blessed with the
offspring. That is how the Mallard’s
ducklings sometimes hatch already

at the beginning of the third decade
in March. They absolutely resemble
the domestic ducklings and are
capable to run fast as soon as they
dry up and swim like a cork but
they only should not stay long in
the water because their down isn’t
immediately oily enough. Only a
female takes care of them. In March
and April in Bardada, there used to
be lines of up to 7 to 15 charming
ducklings marching towards the

water from all sides led by the care-
ful female. Today, it is a rare sight.
Somehow, only a few days later, the
first (Northern) Lapwings hatch.
They incredibly resemble the chicks
of the domestic hen, only their
camouflage pattern is different,
more broken into irregular shaped
smudges and hiding them perfectly
in the nature. They are nidifugous
as well, capable to move and hide as
soon as they dry up a little.

When it comes to the aquatic birds,
next to hatch are the (Common)
Moorhen’s young,

LEFT

Almost an adult, a young bird of (Eurasian)
Coot (Fulica atra), would still like to go back
to its already rotten nest - safety...

RIGHT
... it was easier with mom
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W onu poocta Ande Ha 1jpHe

nuanhe ca orpoMHUM pcTHMa

Ha TAMHO3EACHHMM HOraMa, CaMO

UM je TAaBa HEKAKO PO3UKACTO
npoheAaBa, a OKO OYHjy HMajy
BEAHKE CBUjETAOIIAABE KOAODape
H3Mcljy KOJUX IITPYH jAPKO LIPBEHH
KoyH4uh ca mAaBUM BpXOM 1 KyTHM
skBaannama. Mako cy oaMax HakoH
Cylema narnepja CipeMHH Aa ce

BPAO BjEILITO BEPY 10 MOYBAPHOM
PACTHIbY, 2 HCTO TaKO BjELITO IIAUBA)jy
U pOHE, 3a PasAHKy 0A Tadnha, oHu
ce u pane Apxe ranjespa. Cee To
BaKH U 32 MAAAYHIIE LIPHE AHCKE,
KOja UM je BPAO CPOAHA, CAMO IITO

CE OHHU ITOYHY MHAHUTH OKO Mjecer]
AQHA KaCHHje, TEK IIOYETKOM Maja.
360r roAy>kApaBe raaBe, IPEKPHBEHE
3YIIYaCcTHM, LIPBEHUM, KOXKHHUM,
KPECTOAMKHM H3PaCAHHAMA U
PHjETKHM XYTHUM, AAAKACTHM
THepIMMa KOja IITPYE U3 LIPHOT
narnepja Ha AOKOj CTPAHHU TAABE,
Bpary, rpyAuMa 1 Achuma, Buime ande
Ha HEKaKBe CUTHE AMHOCaypyce.

AUM)EBO

bapcka kokuua (Gallinula chloropus).
Bnunckn cpogHuK LpHe NncKe, an MHOTO
noByyeHunje Hapasu

AECHO

CurBo nepje LpBeHOK/bYHMX nabyanha
MHCNMPUCANO je Npuyy O Py>KHOM
naverty
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They also resemble the black chicks
with huge fingers on the dark green

legs, only their heads are somehow
pinkish and baldish and they have
big light blue circles around the
eyes with the bright red little beak
with blue tip and yellow curbs
sticking out of them. Even though
they are ready to skillfully climb
over the marsh vegetation im-
mediately after the down dries up
and to swim and dive, unlike the
ducklings, they continue to stay
close to the nest. All of that as well
applies to the young of the (Eur-
asian) Coot, which are related to
Moorhens but start hatching about
a month later, just at the begin-
ning of May. Because of unfledged
heads, covered with jagged, red,
skinny, crest-like outgrowths and
thin yellow, hairy feathers sticking
out of the black down on the lower
part of the head, neck, breast and
back, they look more like some tiny
dinosaurs.

LEFT

A (Common) Moorhen (Gallinula chloropus).
A close relative of (Eurasian) Coot, but much
more shy

RiGHT

Grey feathers of young Mute Swans
provided a motif for the story of the Ugly
Duckling
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Ma kaKko Aa 32 4OBjeKa MOXK A
HBTACAQjy HEIIPUBAAUHO, TH

uM ykpacu omoryhyjy Aa ce o
noTpebu N3BAHPEAHO IPUKPH)Y
meby nayrajyhnm Boaenum
pacTumeM. ABaAECETAK AAHA HAKOH
MAaAyHana 6apcke KOKHIE, THAE
ce ¥ MAAAYHI[M MAAUX TEypana.

U onu usraeaajy nonyt nuanha n
naunha, camo cy nM raase nmapane
ano-GHjer U UMajy roAe
nospurHe uaMehy ounjy u kwysa
1 Ha TjeMEHY, 2 OAMAX Cy CIIOCOOHH
A3 IAMBAjy U POHE.

Canjepe pBEHOK pYHH AAOYAOBH
KpajeM alPHAA M TAKO PEAOM
jeAHa 10 jeAHa BpcTa AOK mposche
HEMPUMjETHO MPEAAZH Y HETO.

AHJEBO

Bjeno6papa uurpa (Chlidonias hybridus),
y nety

AECHO

[ pyLITBEHN XXNBOT LPBEHOKIbYHIX
nabyposa Ha lNpesnaun

HA CAUJEAERE ABUJE CTPAHE
Jato pujeuHnx ranebosa (Larus
ridibundus)

No matter how unattractive they

might look to a human, those orna-
ments enable them to hide awfully
well among the floating aquatic
vegetation, when necessary. The
young of the Little Grebe hatch
some twenty days after the (Com-
mon) Moorhen’s young. They also
resemble chicks and ducklings, only
their heads are sprayed in black and
white and have bald areas among the
eyes and the beak and on the vertex
but they are capable to swim and
dive immediately.

At the end of April, the Mute Swans
follow, and so on, one by one spe-
cies, as the spring inconspicuously
changes into the summer.

LEFT

Whiskered Tern (Chlidonias hybridus), in
flight

RiGHT

Social life of Mute Swans at lake
Prevlaka

ON NEXT TWO PAGES
A flock of Black-headed Gulls (Larus
ridibundus)
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